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In recent years, the potential for sports to revitalize
regions has gained increasing attention. In Japan, the Japan
Professional Football League (J-League), a public interest
incorporated association, was established in 1993. The J-League
has been particularly focused on regional revitalization through
soccer.

This study captures the efforts of all teams in the J-League
for regional revitalization from two perspectives: an economic
perspective that emphasizes profitability and a social
perspective that emphasizes community engagement. Through this
analysis, it was discovered that these efforts can be
categorized into a “Regional Revitalization Model” based on

“hometown population” and “financial resources.”



Furthermore, it was found that this regional revitalization
model could potentially be applied to sports other than soccer.

Asahikawa, the second largest city in Hokkaido, does not host
a soccer team that competes at the J-League level. Within this
context, “KAMUI FC HIGASHIKAWA” was established as a local
soccer team aiming for J-League entry representing the Asahikawa
region. This study applies the regional revitalization model to
examine the appropriate content of regional revitalization
efforts by this team.

According to the examination, KAMUI FC HIGASHIKAWA falls into
the group with a smaller “hometown population” and “financial
resources. = Therefore, the team’ s regional revitalization
efforts are considered to have a wide social impact yet a narrow
economic impact. Moreover, KAMUI FC HIGASHIKAWA has the
advantage of connections with European clubs (Borussia Dortmund,
Real Sociedad), which suggests that their regional
revitalization efforts could benefit from embracing the essence
of European soccer, emphasizing the quality of the sport itself.
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